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MR. SWENSON’S CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS, RULES,  AND PROCEDURES 
Honors Math 1   —   Honors Math 2   –   Algebra 2
The expectations, rules, and procedures of my classroom are intended to keep the classroom environment safe, orderly, and productive and to be extension of Capital High School’s student conduct code.  Please respect the rules so that we can maximize learning time together.  The rules are not hard to follow, nor are any of them unusual.  These are simply expected behaviors for high school students in this classroom.  If you have any questions about any of these rules, or why they are in place, you have the right to find out – please ask me as soon as possible.  There should never be a rule that does not have a purpose!  Thank you for your cooperation!  

I have only one rule:  RESPECT
What follows is a list of sub-points that all lend themselves to respect. Respect yourself, respect your peers, respect the space you are in, and respect me. If you are respectful, then responsibility naturally follows and the rest of this list is unnecessary. I will be respectful of you and I expect the same from everyone who enters the classroom.
CLASS EXPECTATIONS

1. Respect yourself, the teacher & others
· Show respect for the teacher, yourself and others at all times.

· Respect others’ property.  Avoid touching or writing on anything that does not belong to you (including desks, textbooks, teacher’s belongings, walls, smartboard, etc.). Others will NOT clean-up your messes. Please pick-up after yourself. 

· Respect yourself and the rest of us by using appropriate language and wearing appropriate clothing.

· Be a kind person.

 2. Put forth your best effort at all times
· Always do your own best work.

· Put learning ahead of getting good grades. 

· Put quality ahead of just getting it done.

3. Be prepared for class each day
· Come prepared with all materials necessary:

I. Your organized class binder containing all necessary materials and handouts

II. Your covered textbook and daily homework
III. Spiral notebook (or loose-leaf paper in a 3-ring binder) and mechanical or sharpened pencils
IV. A pen for grading in class or underlining important elements in note taking

V. A calculator 
VI. Any other items you were asked to bring that day




4.      Follow directions when given
· When directions are given, do your best to follow them the first time.  If you are confused or have questions, ask!  I would rather have you stop me to clarify than be off task while everyone else is working.
5.      Pay attention, participate and ask questions
· Engage in what is going on in the classroom.  If you have a question, ask it!  Otherwise, I might not know until the test that you didn’t understand something.  There are no stupid questions, and chances are, if you are wondering about it, someone else in the class is too.  Be proactive about your learning and don’t be afraid to ask for help.  If you feel most comfortable waiting until after class, that is okay too, but keep communication open between us.

6.      Preserve a positive learning environment
· Student actions that interfere with teaching or learning in the classroom will NOT be tolerated. 

· Use class time to learn math.  Please do not spend your time grooming, sleeping, talking, listening to your iPod, texting, or doing work for other classes until you have finished your expected work for the day.
· Minimize classroom interruptions by arriving to class on time and not leaving the classroom during the period.

7.      Take responsibility for your actions
· You are the only person responsible for YOUR actions.  Be in charge of them and own them.  Don’t deny them, lie about them, or blame someone else.

· Take responsibility for missed assignments/notes and get what you need from me.
· The student handbook will be enforced. 
SPECIFIC CLASS RULES
1.      Check phone in at beginning of class if you want the opportunity to earn it back
· Electronic devices (phones, iPods, handheld games, etc.) are NOT permitted in my classroom until you have competed all work for that day and checked it with me. 

· Similar to earning a paycheck at the workplace, you earn your “paycheck” (electronic device) by checking it in at the beginning of the period each day and grabbing your calculator.

· Once you finish the assignment for that day and have had me look at it, you have earned your “paycheck” for the day and you can check your calculator back in to grab your phone to use while not distracting others.

· If you choose not to check your phone in, you will have to let me know, because there are times I will take attendance based off the electronic device check in. However, if you do not check it in, you may NEVER have it out during class and you forfeit your ability to earn your “paycheck.”

· If you ever have your electronic device out without going through the above procedure, you are breaking a promise between you and me and I will be writing a referral, which will also include an electronic violation slip on top of it.

· The class will not be dismissed until everyone has checked their calculator back in and grabbed their electronic device.

· This policy should hopefully help prepare you for being able to stay on task and avoid distractions when you need to during the work day.






2.      Food and Drink
· This is a privilege, not a right. 
· First and foremost, if your snack is distracting to you, others, or myself, it will need to be put away. 

· You may drink out of a container that closes. No cans or open containers. To-go cups do not close.

· If a spill does occur, please clean it up immediately and let me know.
· This privilege will disappear if it is abused! If messes are left behind or it becomes distracting, it will end.
3.      Arrive to class on time & ready to learn
· When the bell rings, you need to be sitting in your assigned seat. You are tardy if you are not in your seat and ready to go when the tardy bell rings.
· Be “physically” and “mentally” present in the classroom.

4.      NEVER line up at the door before dismissal
5.      **Do not cheat, plagiarize, or copy work**
· Cheating is absolutely unacceptable.  I will not tolerate ANY form of cheating in my classroom whatsoever.  If I see you cheating on any assignment you will earn a zero for that assignment (without potential for make-up) and I will report the incident to your assistant principal and your parents. This includes sharing quiz or test information with students from another class. Cheating for other classes in my room results in similar penalties. I value academic honesty at an extreme level.
6.      Use polite, respectful, and appropriate language
· Enough said.
7.      Do your best work & turn it in on time
· Remember that the work that you turn in is a reflection of your effort on the assignment.  Think about the following expectations when you are preparing an assignment that I will review:

· Use the designated heading for homework assignments: your full name, class period, page number, and specific assignment.
· All work must be neatly done and legible in order to receive credit.
· PLEASE remove the fringes, and keep your papers looking nice and in good condition!
8.     Quarter Ticket Procedures
· I will issue each student 3 “tickets” at the beginning of each quarter. These are for you to hold on to, and to redeem as you see fit for a variety of reasons.  Some possible uses of tickets:

· Locker trips, bathroom trips, drinking fountain trips after the tardy bell.
· Turning in late work for full credit
· Minor tardies (less than 5 minutes late)

· Other uses as deemed reasonable by Mr. Swenson

· Tickets that are saved until the end of the quarter may be turned in for extra credit.  

· Tickets can (and will) be taken away for negative behavior.
CLASS PROCEDURES
1.      Beginning of class
· When you get to your seat, get out the following BEFORE talking to your neighbor or going to get a drink:

· Notes

· Homework

· Pencil

· Book

· Calculator
· Anything else you’ll need for the day

· Homework is due at the beginning of the hour when you come to class.  I will check your homework for completion at the start of most periods. Some days I may collect homework and check for accuracy, however most homework checks will just be me looking at your work to make sure you completed everything.  Turn absent/late work into the absent/late work bin.  

3.      Tardiness
· If you are tardy, I follow the tardy policy outlined in your student handbook.
· If you are entering the room late, you should have a pass. Hand this pass to me, or place it on my desk: whichever will cause the least disturbance to the class. Be quick, and be quiet.
· Being late for any reason does not give you the right to distract those who were on time. 
4.      Pick up after yourself before you leave
· Take all of your belongings, pick up any scrap papers around you, return any materials (e.g. calculators) and put your desk back in line before you leave each day. Once everyone's area is clean and the bell has rung, I will then wish you a good day and dismiss the class.  No one leaves the room until the floor is picked up, everything is put away, and everyone is in their seats.

5.     Get missed work from absent bin, talk to your neighbor, then ask the teacher
· Attendance is essential for optimal learning.  Being on time and present and class physically and mentally will be part of your overall grade.  You may not be excused from my class by another teacher without first seeking my permission.

· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain any missed classwork.  Begin by asking another student what you missed. Follow-up with me if necessary.  Check in the “Absent Work” bin for any handouts you may have missed.
· Make arrangements to take quizzes and tests immediately.  It is your responsibility to make these arrangements, I will not and cannot track you down.  If you do not make up quizzes in a timely manner (before graded quizzes are returned to the students who were present), you will earn a zero on the quiz or test until it is made up.
· UNEXCUSED absences on the day of an assignment, test, quiz, project, presentation, paper, etc. will result in a zero that will not be made up.
6.      Follow protocol for study center use
· If you have a resource room teacher and need to take test in another setting, please remind me the day prior to the test so that I can get your test to your resource room teacher ahead of time. We will get into a routine of doing this if this is the case, but please be an advocate for yourself!
If there are any questions at all, please let me know! The less confusion there is, the better our year will be! 
Mr. Swenson

rswenson@helenaschools.org

(406) 324-2548
“Everyone is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will spend its entire life believing that it is stupid.”

-Albert Einstein
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